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are only three rooms of modest size, the largest being the eight-mat
one, and no decoration or anything. It is as bare as it can be."
"Well, why do you squeeze into a place like that?"
"That's enough for me. But that was nothing; the really dramatic
phase of the proposed visit was rather comical."
"Oh?"
"You know my young friend Takekoshi, former councillor to the
Education Department? He was with me at the time the Imperial mes-
senger arrived. He fled to a maid's room to get out of the way."
Ito laughed out loud: "That stylish Takekoshi in the maid's cham-
ber! It must have been an interesting sight."
They passed through the garden towards the main house. The leaves
of the plants still held dewdrops on their tips. They sparkled like dia-
monds under the morning sun.
"Genro Ito, what has developed? How does Marshal Yamagata stand
now? Is he going to resign the Premiership in protest of your party
presidency?"
"I was coming to that, that's one of the reasons why I was meditating
in the Four Sages' Arbor. Let's sit down on this bench in the shade.
From here we can see Sagami Bay at our feet—on fine days you can
even see O-shima Island and the volcano. See, the water off this shore
is dark blue, almost black. They say it's because of the warm ocean
current and also because it has the deepest sea-bottom of the entire
Pacific."
"Don't they say that has something to do with our repeated earth-
quakes?"
"That may be so." They sat down*
"Well, returning to the present political situation— But before we go
into that I must tell you one thing, that the President of the Privy
Council, Kuroda, is critically ill He may not recover this time. Should
anything happen to him, we want you to succeed him. If I nominate
yon, the other Genros, Yamagata, Matsukata, Inouye, and Oyama
would not disapprove."
"Isn't it too bad Kuroda should be so ill? When he was with nie in
the Echigo sector in the 1868 civil war time, he was a hardy samurai"
Saionji was deeply moved, but Ito continued:
"See, your being President of the Privy Council will make the Em-
peror happy. His Majesty seems to think a great deal of you, and
is most pleased to see you steadily coming up on the steps of the po-
litical pyramid. It won't be long before you reach the top* .

